CHAPTER XIX.
Onis Country, and Yarious Matters Relating to It.
All the lands inhabited by a Nation and subject to its laws form, as we have §.au. What
said, its domain, and are the common country of its citizens. We have been obliged :~!:!~trJ
to anticipate the definition of the term one's country (§ 122), in treating of the love
·
of country, that noble virtue so necessary in a State. Presuming, therefore, that
definition to be known, we shallJ!roceed to explain certain matters connected with
the subject and to clear up the difficulties it presents.
The members of a civil society are its citizens. Bound to that society by § u:a. Citizens
certain duties and subject to its authority, they share equally in the advantages aad nadYea.
it offers. Its natifJts are those who are born in the country of parents who are citizens.
As the society can not maintain and perpetuate itself except by the children of its
citizens, these children naturally take on the status of their fathers and enter upon
all the latter's rights. The society is presumed to desire this as the necessary
means of its self-preservation, and it is justly to be inferred that each citizen, upon
entering into the society, reserves to his children the right to be members of it.
The country of a father is therefore that of his children, and they become true
citizens by their mere tacit consent. We shall see presently whether, when arrived
at the age of reason, they may renounce their right and the duty they owe to the
society in which they are born. I repeat that in order to belong to a country one
must be born there of a father who is a citizen; for if one is born of foreign parents,
that land will only be the place of one's birth, and not one's country.
Ruidents, as distin~uished from citizens, are aliens who are permitted to take I ua. Realup a permanent abode m the country. Being bound to the soc1ety by reason of data.
tlieir dwelling in it, they are subject to its laws so long as they remain there, and,
bein~ protected by it, they must defend it, although they do not enjoy all the ri~hts
of catizens. They have only certain privileges which the law, or custom, gaves
them. Ptrmantnt rtsidents are those who have been given the right of perpetual
residence. They are a sort of citizens of a less privil~ed character, and are subject
to the society without enjoying all its advantages. Their children succeed to their
status; for the right of perpetual residence given them by the State passes to their
children.
A Nation, or the sovereign who re_Presents it, may confer citizenship upon an I :114. Ramalien and admit him into the body politiC. This act is called naturalization. There nllzatioll.
are some States in which the sovereign can not grant to an alien all the rights of
citizens; for example, that of holding public office; so that he has only authority
to grant an imperfect naturalization, liis power being limited by the fundamental
law. In other States, as in England and Poland, the sovereign can not naturalize
aliens without the concurrence of the representative assembly. Finally, there are
others, such as England, in which the mere fact of birth in the country naturalizes
the children of an alien.
It is asked whether the children born of citizens who are in a foreign country I us. CbDare citizens. The question has been settled by law in several countries, and such
O::!·
provisions must be followed. Arguing from the natural law, children follow the abr~d.
status of their parents and enter upon all their rights (§ 212); place of birth does
not affect the rule and can not of itself afFord any reason for depriving a child of a
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